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What is a Care Leaver?

‘The Children (Leaving Care) Act 2000 states that a Care 
Leaver is someone who has been in the care of the Local 
Authority for a period of 13 weeks or more spanning their 
16th birthday.

Josie Pearse Author      Lisa Cherry Speaker      Alex Wheatle Author



Historical Representation of 

Orphans

‘

‘…from the very beginning, he 

bred bad feeling in the house; 

and at Mrs Earnshaw’s death … 

the young master [Hindley] had 

learnt to regard his father as an 

oppressor rather than a friend, 

and Heathcliff as a usurper of 

his parent’s affections, and his 

privileges, and he grew bitter 

with brooding over these 

injuries’ (Bronte, 1968: 42-3) 



Key Texts

 Island by Jane Rogers (1999)

 Brixton Rock by Alex Wheatle (1999)

 The Panoptican by Jenni Fagan (2012)

Secondary Texts

 Oranges are Not the Only Fruits by J. Winterson (1985)

 White Oleander by Janet Finch (1999)

 Austerlitz by W.G.Sebald (2001)

 Never Let Me Go by Kazuo Ishiguro (2005)

 The Girl with the Dragon Tatttoo by Stieg Larsson (2005)



Analysis
 How are care leavers 

portrayed in 
literature?

 Which care leavers 
are featured and 
why?

 What information and 
beliefs do these 
books expose 
readers to?

 And why does that 
matter?



Analysis



Stereotypes



Portrayal of care leavers as 

killers



Research Questions

 How are narratives of identity or quest for identity of care 

leavers, represented in contemporary fiction?

 How does a care leaver achieve narrative coherence 

and find a voice to tell their story?

 Is there a literary voice for the marginalised care leaver?



Aims and Objectives

 Thesis -

 Chapter One - Historical Orphans

 Chapter Two – Contemporary Fiction

 Chapter Two - Autobiography

 Chapter Three - Crime

 Chapter Four – Children/YA 

 Novel –

 Hiraeth – about an ‘ordinary’ care leaver
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